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UA rejects project bids

Kex Knox/Gerryssunc Toues
CYCLING TRAIL - Several cyclists recently rode their bikes along the York Coun-
ty Heritage Rail Trail. Built in 1999, the popular 21-mile-long trail connects with the
Northern Central Railroad Trail in Maryland, forming a much larger trail that will
eventually link with trails in Adams County and form the Grand History Trail.
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BHS eyes wrestling coach

Trekkn toward Grand History Trail

BY KEN KNOX
Times Staff Writer

It all started with a napkin.

That's what ‘Don Gogniat
says about his efforts to create
the Grand History Trail (GHT),
a 250-plus-mile-long multi use
trail linking Gettysburg to other
historic areas in Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Washington, D.C,
and West Virginia.

“I was sitting in a meeting
about what to do on our own
trail and I had a napkin and [ was
bored, so I started doodling,” re-
calls the former vice president of
the York County Rail Trail Au-
thority. “I put down all the other
trails in the area that | knew about
and [ looked at it and I thought,
“You know, these could all be
joined up.”

From that inauspicious begin-
ning began what has since be-
come a passion project for not
only Gogniat and his former col-
leagues at the Rail Trail Author-
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ity, but also dedicated officials
from Healthy Adams Bicycle/
Pedestrian  Inc.(HABPI) and
other trail and bicycle advocacy
groups, borough and municipal
officials from Adams County and
other areas throughout the region,
the Pennsylvania Department
of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR) and a large
pool of volunteers, as well as the
D.C.-based Rails to Trails Con-
servancy.

The goal in Adams County,
Gogniat says, is to fill in a “miss-
ing link” in what he hopes will
become a much larger trail.

“About three-fifths of the trail
is already done,” Gogniat said,
referring to existing trails that
comprise over half of the larger
GHT. “About three quarters of it
is planned, and about one quarter
of it needs to be planned, People
know about things like the C&0
Canal Towpath (in D.C.), the Bal-
timore & Annapolis Trail and the
Torrey C. Brown Trail, but what

the Grand History Trail would do
is connect all the trails into one
bigger loop. And Adams County
i8 a big missing link in that loop.”

According to HAPBI Presi-
dent Dennis Hickethier, the
paths could be a combination of
off-road routes in scenic areas
and on-road paths similar to the
North Trail in Straban Township
that would run alongside existing
roads, such as Emmitsburg Road.

“What we would really like is
to have a grass path,” Hickethier
said. “We have so many scenic
roads in Gettysburg, we'd prefer
to be out along some country road
like Red Rock Road-or Schrivet
Road where there is less traffic
and it's more peaceful and there’s
a little bit more scenery.”

Two trails currently in de-
velopment in the county would
link Gettysburg to both Emmits-
burg and Hanover. Both would
become part of the larger trail,

(See TRAIL on Page A3)




